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Introduction  

Energy is critical to lasting economic growth, employment and environmental 

sustainability. The energy mix is changing on a global scale: the share of renewable 

energy has been rising in recent years, and this trend is expected to continue, despite 

the recent fall in fossil fuel prices. This change is driven by a range of market, technology 

and policy factors that vary from country to country.  

Creating favourable conditions for sustainable energy investments will be one of the 

greatest challenges in the years to come in Africa. In particular, African countries need to 

signal to investors that they are ready for capital inflows in affordable, reliable and 

sustainable energy.  

Market confidence and the availability of strong, stable and well-enforced regulatory 

frameworks are two very important factors for attracting timely and efficient 

investments in energy efficiency and renewable technologies. International and regional 

cooperation through technical assistance and capacity building, together with legal and 

policy advice, can support the development of enabling environments and promote 

further inflow of low-carbon investment into several regions. 

Discussions on renewable energy and climate change are well underway at the global 

level. Renewable energy and energy efficiency are natural solutions to improve 

environmental consciousness and to provide stability for energy markets. Low-carbon 

initiatives are key to address the triple challenge of energy supply, energy security and 

climate change. 

Energy access can only be achieved through strategically planned reforms aimed at 

mobilising investments: failure to address this fundamental issue will lead to an increase 

of the number of people without access to electricity and clean cooking facilities. 

Universal energy access requires policies and a business climate that promote 

investment, development and innovation to ensure that an adequate infrastructure will 

be available in the long-term. Clean energy technologies could be cost-effective ways to 

scale up the required infrastructure, in particular cross-border power generation and 

transmission projects (According to IRENA, electricity demand in Africa may triple by 

2030 – IRENA 2015). 

Renewable power generation capacity has significantly grown over recent years. The 

rapid development of clean technologies in the energy sector has brought renewables 

to the center stage. They are a strategic part of the energy mix of many countries and 

their role will be constantly growing. At the same time, the world observes the constant 

decline of the cost of renewable energy technologies. This trend makes RES a cost – 

competitive solution for expanding energy access in Africa, diversifying energy mixes 

and mitigating geopolitical risks. 
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1. The quest: sustainable energy for all  

 

“In light of Africa’s pursuit for structural transformation, it is imperative that FDI contributes to the 
region’s integration and sustainable development agenda.” 

Dr Carlos Lopes, UNECA Executive Secretary 
 

 

1.1 Achieving universal access to energy in Africa  

Sub-Saharan Africa has the largest population without access to energy. According to 

UNEP and the IEA, between 600 and 620 million people live without electricity, i.e. 

nearly half the global total and 68% of the local population; unfortunately, this number 

is likely to reach 700 million by 2030. 730 million people do not have access to clean 

cooking facilities and rely on the traditional use of biomass for cooking which has 

serious negative implications for people’s health and for the environment due to 

household pollution and deforestation [IEA, 2014].  

More than $205 billion are required to bring numbers down to respectively, 303 million 

people without electricity and 504 million people without clean coolking facilities by 

2040, while the investments in access to clean cooking in sub-Saharan Africa should 

reach a cumulative $9.5 billion [IEA, 2014]. Achieving universal access to energy is 

among the major challenges and opportunities that the world and governments face 

today and is one of the Sustainable Development Goals stated in the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development approved by the United Nations General Assembly in 2015.  

$415 billion of investment in power generation is needed in a ‘New Policies Scenario, 

2014-2040’ [IEA 2015] to achieve access to energy and transition to clean energy in sub-

Saharan Africa. Additional investments in the power sector worth $450 billion are 

expected to accelerate progress with energy access, especially in rural areas, by reducing 

power outages by half and achieving universal electricity access in urban areas [IEA 

2015]. 

Most of the investments required in power generation go towards providing on-grid 

access, with more than half of these for new transmission and distribution lines. Mini 

grids and off-grid solutions that are less capital-intensive and require less investment 

in infrastructure account for around 30% of the total investments in power generation. A 

smaller portion goes to support the shift towards more efficient cookstoves for 

cooking including those fueled by oil products, natural gas, biogas and solar [IEA 2015].  
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1.2. Untapping African renewable energy resources   

Current energy needs in African countries are met through a mix of biomass and fossil 

fuels. However, economic growth, rising domestic demand, and constant efforts to 

ensure universal energy access are forcing African states to turn to modern solutions 

aimed at deploying renewable energy and enhancing energy efficiency initiatives. On 

22 April 2016, more than 40 African countries were among the 175 signatories of the 

Paris Agreement proposing national contributions in the energy sector.  

The African continent is richly endowed with fossil fuels (oil and natural gas) and has a 

significant potential in renewable energy sources, such as hydro, modern biomass, 

solar, wind and geothermal. Deployment of renewable energy technologies will untap 

the potential of renewable energy resources providing almost half of the growth in the 

electricity generation needed, including two-thirds of mini- and off-grid systems in 

remote communities.  

Increasing the use of renewables and developing energy infrastructure are key 

investment priorities for African countries in the decades to come. However, sustainable 

development requires long-term planning to diversify the resource base of the energy 

sector. It would lead to combining renewables and fossil fuels together into effectively 

working domestic and regional energy markets.  

According to IRENA’s estimate, between 2015 and 2030 the African power sector alone 

requires investments of $70 billion per year on average in generation, transmission and 

distribution infrastructure [IRENA 2015, Rethinking Energy]. Renewables could account 

for two thirds of the total investments in generation capacity, or up to $32 billion per 

year. Realising the renewable energy opportunity will create significant business activity 

in Africa, it will fuel industrial growth, lead energy market transformation, support 

lifestyle changes and rural community development, and spur technology innovation 

[IRENA 2015, Africa 2030 REmap].  

 

2. The challenge ahead: mobilising sustainable energy investments   

 

“FDI flows to Africa fell to $54 billion in 2015, a decrease of 7 per cent over the previous year. An upturn 
in FDI into North Africa was more than offset by decreasing flows into SubSaharan Africa, especially to 

West and Central Africa. Low commodity prices depressed FDI inflows in natural-resource-based 
economies. FDI inflows to Africa are expected to increase moderately in 2016 due to liberalization 

measures and planned privatizations of state-owned enterprises.”  
UNCTAD, 2016 World Investment Report, Regional investment trends 

 

 

http://unctad.org/en/PublicationsLibrary/wir2016_en.pdf
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Achieving universal access and untapping renewable resources to complete the 

energy transition will require significant financial resources in the near future. The 

World Bank Group, together with UNCTAD and with OECD, acknowledge that a 

favorable investment climate based on predictable rules and efficient investment 

facilitation are key to mobilise investments.  

Therefore, access to financial mechanisms is crucial to secure the rapid development of 

renewable energy in Africa and widespread electrification. Constraints on public finances 

and the wide scale of investment needs in the energy sector will require both 

international and domestic private financing.  

 

2.1. Predictable rules to mitigate risks and enable energy investment in Africa 

Attracting private capital is key in meeting energy needs in Africa. At a time of 

decreasing investment flows, budgetary constraints and low oil prices and 

revenues, governments have limited recourse to public finance to spur energy 

investments. Governments can, however, guarantee the establishment of strong 

institutions and respect for the rule of law. Predictable rules mitigate legal and 

regulatory risks and reduce costs of doing business, including insurance costs, and 

therefore enable sound investment decisions [OECD, 2015].  

Predictable rules are the core recommendations by international organisations. 

UNCTAD calls for the integration of energy policies into a comprehensive investment 

and sustainable development strategy [UNCTAD, 2015]. OECD recommends 

investment policy options grounded in strong institutions and including respect for the 

rule of law (predictability, transparency, credibility, accountability and fairness) [OECD, 

2015]. In this sense, the World Bank Group collects significant data and indicators on 

investment rules and their enforcement and includes it in renowned publications such as 

Investing Across borders, Doing Business, and Worldwide Governance Indicators.  

 

“Governments […] have an important role in helping firms cope with risks associated with the security of 
their property rights. Governments can also increase the risks and uncertainties that firms face directly […]. 
Unpredictability in the interpretation of regulations is often a big concern […]. And almost 95 percent of 
firms report a gap between formal policies and their implementation. Assessing the impact of risks is 
complicated by the different ways firms respond — demanding higher returns, adopting shorter planning 
horizons, or not investing at all. Firms operating in some high-risk countries require more than twice the 
rate of return they would in lower-risk countries to compensate for the extra risks. 7 Firmlevel surveys show 
that improving policy predictability can increase the probability of new investment by more than 30 
percent (chapter 2).” 
World Bank, World Development Report 2005, “A Better Investment Climate for Everyone”, at 23-24  
 
“The MIGA-EIU Political Risk Survey 2013 found that, among the eight political risks listed, adverse regulatory 
changes and breach of contract carried the biggest impact on companies engaged in FDI into developing 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWDRS/Resources/477365-1327693758977/complete_report.pdf
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economies (figure 1.10). […] Adverse regulatory changes and breach of contract were also found to be the 
most important risks causing financial losses for investors in developing economies over the last three 
years(figure 1.11). Finally, of all eight political risks, most respondents singled out adverse regulatory 
changes and breach of contract as the risks that have caused cancellations, withdrawals of investments, or 
both, over the past 12 months (figure 1.12).” 
MIGA, WIPR World Investment and Political Risk 2013, “World Investment Trends and Corporate 
Perspectives; The Political Risk Insurance Industry; Breach of Contract”, at 22  

 

 

2.2. Implementing sustainable energy investment strategies in Africa  

A comprehensive sustainable investment strategy that aims at universal access to 

energy and at clean energy transition should therefore focus on factors enabling 

sustainable energy investments. In the energy sector, regulatory stability and 

market confidence are key. Achieving the needed levels of investment in 

infrastructure, renewable energy generation and energy efficiency in Africa will 

require steady improvements in predictable investment conditions for energy related 

projects [IEA, 2014].  

At a minimum, criteria for granting investment rights should be transparent, 

reasonably stable and enforceable, without unnecessary bureaucratic complexities 

and delays. National energy strategies, laws and regulations – including energy 

market structure and prices - should also be transparent and comprehensive as well as 

properly implemented at all levels. The responsibilities of public authorities should be 

clearly defined and enforceable against crime and corruption [UNCTAD, 2015].  

Effective governance and co-ordination between stakeholders (including utilities, 

investors, donors, rural electrification agencies, NGOs and private entities, as well as 

local communities) should lead to transparent energy market reform removing barriers 

and facilitating access to finance and investment decisions [IEA, 2015].  

“Given the critical importance of energy for Africa’s development, I recently announced a new plan for the 
African Development Bank to launch a “New Deal for Energy in Africa”. We will build global and regional 
financing partnerships and mobilise political will to unlock Africa’s energy potential.” 
Dr Akinwumi Adesina, AfDB President  
 
“The G20 is committed to working together to ensure access to affordable, reliable, viable sustainable, and 
modern energy for all, in line with the Sustainable Development Goal 7 agreed by the United Nations General 
Assembly”.  
 
In 2015, the G20 leaders endorsed the Energy Access Action Plan, a voluntary platform under the umbrella 
of UNSE4All supporting African countries in attracting energy access-related investments by reforming 
policy and regulatory environments, taking into account national circumstances (available indigenous 
energy sources, needs and priorities). The suggested priorities are: electrification, tariff and license 
regulation, vulnerable customers, independent power producers, and energy efficiency.  

 

https://www.miga.org/documents/WIPR13.pdf
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3. An opportunity for global energy security  

Observers to the Energy Charter Conference which have signed or adopted the 2015 International 
Energy Charter: Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Chad, ECOWAS, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Niger, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda. 

Observers to the Energy Charter Conference by invitation: Algeria, Egypt, Nigeria, Tunisia.  

 

3.1. The International Energy Charter and Africa  

The principles of investment promotion, including support for energy efficiency and 

deployment of renewables to enhance energy security and contribute to sustainable 

development are incorporated in the International Energy Charter of 2015.  

12 African countries and organisations have signed or adopted the International 

Energy Charter concluded in The Hague on 20 May 2015. More than 75 countries from 

Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia, including China and United States adhered to 

the principle of sharing common rules and jointly cooperate towards global energy 

security.  

By signing or adopting the International Energy Charter, African signatories restate their 

sovereign right to regulate their energy resources, commit themselves to diversify 

energy sources, enhance energy efficiency policies, promote and protect 

investment through stable and transparent legal frameworks. 

With the aim to further pursue its objectives, signatories of the International Energy 

Charter obtain observer status in the Energy Charter Conference  and could be invited 

to sign and ratify the Energy Charter Treaty.  

 

3.2. African countries on their path towards accession to the Energy Charter Treaty  

The Energy Charter Treaty currently has 54 Contracting Parties and 16 African observer 

countries. Morocco, Mauritania, Burundi, Niger, Swaziland and Chad have already made 

concrete steps towards accession to the Energy Charter Treaty.  

In 2012, Morocco was the first African country to sign the 1991 European Energy 

Charter in occasion of the Energy Charter Rabat Forum on establishing a regional energy 

market in the MENA region. Since then Morocco has acted as one of the most active 

observers to the Energy Charter Conference by preparing an in-depth investment 

climate and market structure (ICMS) review of its energy sector and accession reports. A 
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second Energy Charter Rabat Forum was held in 2015 on strengthening cooperation for 

sustainable energy in the Middle East and Africa.  

In 2015, Burundi and Niger also finalised their accession reports to the Energy Charter 

Treaty which are expected to be approved in 2016. Swaziland and Chad have seconded 

officials to the Energy Charter Secretariat to prepare their respective accession reports in 

the course of 2016.  

In 2016, Mauritania became the first African country to be invited to accede to 

the Energy Charter Treaty after the completion of the Accession Reports.  

Such concrete interest of African countries has prompted Contracting Parties to 

discuss the possibilities to modernise the Energy Charter. The ultimate goal is to 

geographically broaden its constituency and to respond to the current global and 

regional energy challenges of universal energy access and of clean energy transition.  

 

Mauritania’s report on the accession to the Energy Charter Treaty, March 2016 
Mauritania did not attract substantial FDI in the energy sector until the discovery of oil in 2003. FDI 

between 2011 and 2013 amounted to 1 US$ billion. Strategic energy objectives in a 2030 scenario include: national 
hydro and natural gas resources; interconnection and transmission infrastructures; integration of renewable 
energy; sustainable solutions for isolated communities. Investments required amount to €720 million. International 
cooperation assistance in drafting the strategies to get there: the World Bank Group assisted in drafting an Energy 
Master Plan for generation and transmission, while IRENA and UNDP supported the drafting of the Renewable 
Energy Promotion Strategy. In the oil and gas sectors, the main challenges ahead lie in the implementation of the 
upstream law and in the transparent management of revenues towards sustainable development. The fossil fuel 
and power markets are gradually opened to independent operators, and require stable and predictable regulation. 
Mauritania is in a strategic position for energy integration with neighboring countries, including Morocco and 
Niger.  
 

 

 

Burundi’s report on the accession to the Energy Charter Treaty, March 2016 
The key objectives of the proposed power sector reform in Burundi are to improve business and 

household access to electricity, reduce its cost and improve the reliability of supply. Four are the key components: 
(i) increased investments in domestic and regional generation capacity to ensure access to reliable power supply 
24 hours/day; (ii) establish a national transmission grid within the next ten years that is linked to the regional 
power grid and extend the backbone distribution network by linking all 13 provincial capitals to the transmission 
network within the next five years; (iii) improve demand management and reduce system losses; and (iv) ensure 
the national power and water production and distribution company (REGIDESO) is built up into an effective and 
financially sound public utility. Access to energy is essential to meet the needs in relation to the modernisation of 
agriculture and the conservation of agricultural products; the extraction and processing of minerals; the 
development and diversification of economic activities and a better business climate for private sector investment. 
In particular, energy plays a major role in human and economic development and the welfare of the society in 
Burundi. The local society uses more and more energy in fields like industry, services, housing and transportation.  
One of the structural weaknesses of the Burundian economy resides in the lack of infrastructures in support for 
production. Energy shortages, the poor condition and maintenance of the telecommunication and transport 
systems constitute an obstacle to satisfy growing demand for energy and to the long term diversification of 
production channels. The improvement and the deployment of new infrastructures will help increase the 

http://www.energycharter.org/process/energy-charter-treaty-1994/energy-charter-treaty/
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production, reinforce the competitiveness of Burundian companies and enhance the living standards of the 
population.  
 

 

  

Energy Charter Secretariat, Perspectives and opportunities in Niger’s energy sector, November 2015  
 “The current problems of the energy sector in Niger are not because of the quality of the legal 
framework. They are because of insufficient quality and quantity of infrastructure, a lack of investment 

in their renewal and development, and to some extent the lack of competition. The Energy Charter Treaty is critical 
in enabling more clean and sustainable investments in the energy sector. The household access rate in urban areas 
is about 50%. The situation is totally different in rural areas, where access to electricity is less than 1%. The low 
access to energy and, mainly, to electricity, is the main cause of poverty in Niger. The  transportation segment and 
distribution of electric energy remains a state monopoly in Niger. Law 2003-004 of 31 January 2003 and the 
Electricity Code liberalised the segment of production in article 31 and allowed the development of independent 
production. Since the adoption of this law, any national or foreign investor has the opportunity to develop electric 
power production in Niger by an agreement signed with the Government. This may be in the form of Concession 
Agreement or Leasing accompanied by specifications. Only the renewable energy sector still lacks specific 
legislation. However, the law on electrical code review will cover issues related to renewable energy in order to 
create the conditions for their development in Niger. With the opening to investors through the various legal 
framework reforms as the Energy Charter Treaty, Niger’s authorities are committed to creating the necessary 
conditions for the development of the sector to make energy available and affordable throughout the country.” 
 

 

4. The Energy Charter Treaty 

4.1. The added value of the Energy  Charter Treaty in Africa 

The Energy Charter Treaty is the only multilateral treaty on investment promotion 

and protection in the energy sector. The Treaty was concluded in 1994 and currently has 

54 Contracting Parties and Signatories from Europe, the South Caucasus, Central and 

East Asia.  

The fundamental added value of the Energy Charter Treaty is to strengthen energy 

relations, enhance energy trade and remove barriers to investment. The solid 

implementation of predictable rules leads to regulatory stability, provides market 

confidence, minimises legal and regulatory investment risks and reduces 

investments costs.  

The Treaty applies to all sources of energy from oil, gas, electricity, nuclear to 

renewables as well as to all stages of the energy value chain including upstream, 

research and production, transport and distribution, trade, consumption and energy 

efficiency.  

The Energy Charter Treaty offers a multilateral cooperation platform and the Energy 

Charter Secretariat provides its technical assistance to the governments of the 

http://www.energycharter.org/what-we-do/knowledge-centre/occasional-papers/the-energy-sector-of-niger-perspectives-and-opportunities/
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Contracting Parties, Observer States and third countries by means of investment country 

reports, policy recommendations, model agreements, regional cooperation, 

capacity building, private sector dialogue.  

 

4.2. The Energy Charter Treaty to mobilise sustainable energy investments in 

Africa  

The quest for universal access to energy in Africa heightens the political demand for 

mobilising sustainable energy investments in Africa. The Energy Charter Treaty may 

be instrumental in supporting domestic investment and energy policies towards 

untapping rich energy potential in Africa.  

As an international treaty, on the one hand it strengthens and locks-in the domestic 

legal and policy framework and investment climate, and on the other hand it reduces 

the risk of arbitrary regulatory changes which are not linked to prevailing public 

interests.  

In particular, the Energy Charter Treaty engages governments to provide investors 

with transparent, predictable and stable, equitable and favourable frameworks in 

the energy sector and with solid governance [Art. 10 ECT]; as well as remedies and 

compensation against host states breaching the rule of law [Art. 26 ECT].  

Accession to the Energy Charter Treaty aims to stabilize the political commitment to 

ensure universal energy access and to achieve clean energy transition.  At the same 

time, the Treaty helps build the confidence in energy markets regulation that 

facilitate sound investment and business decisions.  

 

4.3. International Energy Charter and Energy Charter Treaty: tools of energy 

diplomacy  

The International Energy Charter stands out in the context of energy diplomacy as a 

political declaration which guides governments towards the solid implementation of 

the rule of law in the energy sector.  

Universal energy access and clean energy transition has risen to the top of the 

agenda as a precondition to sustainable development in Africa. Global energy 

governance requires close cooperation between complementary tools in order to 

exploit synergies and avoid duplication.  

The International Energy Charter and the Energy Charter Treaty have a strong 

potential to integrate other high-level initiatives, international organisations, 

development banks and official development assistance towards the creation of 
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favorable conditions to mobilise the investments required to achieve universal access 

to energy, improve energy efficiency and deploy clean energy technologies. 

Offical development assistance alone will not attract the investment required by the 

sustainable development goals: “conducive reforms on policy and regulatory 

frameworks are necessary in order to provide an enabling environment for increased 

private sector investments” [Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP), 2014]. 

The International Energy Charter and the Energy Charter Treaty as tools of energy diplomacy complementary to 
high-level initiatives, international organisations, development banks and official development assistance.  

Existing high level initiatives promoting sustainable energy in Africa: 
African Development Bank, New Deal on Energy for Africa  
Africa Energy Leaders Group (AELG) 
African Progress Panel 
Africa Renewable Energy Initiative (AREI) 
African Union Conference of Energy Ministers of Africa (CEMA) 
G20, Energy Access Action Plan  
Programme for Infrastructure Development for Africa (PIDA) 
New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) 
IRENA Africa Clean Energy Corridor (ACEC) 
World Bank, Africa Energy Unit (AFTEG)  

Bilateral initiatives promoting sustainable energy in Africa:  
Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP)  
Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (RECP) 
Tokyo International Conference of Africa's Development (TICAD)  
USAID Power Africa 
 

 

5. Available instruments to improve the investment climate in Africa  

5.1. Technical assistance by the Energy Charter Secretariat  

The Energy Charter Secretariat has worked for over two decades monitoring the 

investment climate and the market structure of Contracting Parties. Regular country 

reports on energy investment as well as on energy efficiency policies have built the 

Secretariat’s considerable experience in technical assistance.  

The International Energy Charter provides a valuable multilateral and regional 

platform for capacity building in the promotion and protection of energy 

investments. The Energy Charter Secretariat assists the governments of the 

Contracting Parties, observer and outreach countries by means of:  

- energy investment and energy efficiency country reports;  

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-unveils-new-deal-on-energy-for-africa-14694/
http://energy-l.iisd.org/news/se4all-launches-african-energy-leaders-group/
http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/about/
http://www.arei.org/
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-and-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/programme-for-infrastructure-development-in-africa-pida/
http://www.nepad.org/programme/africa-power-vision?qt-programme_page=1
http://irena.org/menu/index.aspx?mnu=Subcat&PriMenuID=30&CatID=79&SubcatID=343
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/EXTAFRREGTOPENERGY/0,,contentMDK:21460357~pagePK:34004173~piPK:34003707~theSitePK:717306,00.html
http://www.aeep-conference.org/
http://www.africa-eu-renewables.org/
http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/africa/ticad/
https://www.usaid.gov/powerafrica
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- legal and policy analysis and recommendations;  

- investment and energy transit model agreements;  

- promotion and facilitation of energy investment opportunities;  

- facilitation of amicable dispute settlement;  

- seminars and training programmes;  

- promoting regional energy cooperation;  

- close cooperation with complementary international organisations;  

- private sector dialogue.  

 

Energy Charter accession and pre-accession reports of African countries:  
2016  Energy Charter accession reports of Burundi  
2016  Energy Charter accession reports of Mauritania  
2015 Energy Charter pre-assessment report of the Mozambique energy sector under the principles of the 
International Energy Charter and the Energy Charter Treaty  
2015 Energy Charter pre-assessment report of the Nigerian energy sector under the principles of the International 
Energy Charter and the Energy Charter Treaty  
 

Energy Charter thematic reports on Africa:  
2015 Egypt's Energy Sector: Regional Cooperation Outlook and Prospects of Furthering Engagement with the 
Energy Charter 
2015 The Energy Sector of Niger: Perspectives and Opportunities  
2015 Tanzanian energy sector under the universal principles of the Energy Charter  
 

 

 

Energy Charter training and seminars in Africa 
Energy Charter Secretariat together with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
and the Islamic Development Bank Group (IDBG):  
training program on “International Investment Agreements: Negotiating for Sustainable Development”, 12-15 
January 2015, Casablanca, Morocco 
 

II Rabat Energy Charter Forum: “Strengthening Cooperation and Partnership for Sustainable Energy Development 

in the Middle East and Africa: the Role of the International Energy Charter”, 25 February 2015, Rabat, Morocco   
 

 

5.2. Mobilising the business community: the Energy Charter Industry Advisory 

Panel  

One of the most attractive pillars of the Energy Charter is a long-standing private sector 

dialogue among a broad range of modern energy companies operating in different 

energy sectors and regulatory environments. The dialogue between the energy industry 

http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/Occasional/Egypt_and_the_Charter.pdf
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/Occasional/Egypt_and_the_Charter.pdf
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/Occasional/Niger_Energy_Sector.pdf
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/CONEXO/20150827-Tanzania_Pre-Assessment_Report.pdf
http://www.energycharter.org/what-we-do/events/casablanca-training-course/
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/Forums/ECF_Rabat_2015_Programme.pdf
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/Forums/ECF_Rabat_2015_Programme.pdf
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and the Contracting Parties has proven to be extremely efficient and beneficial for both 

sides.   

The Energy Charter Conference established the Industry Advisory Panel (IAP) as a 

platform for the private sector to express and channel its expectations related to non-

economic barriers (regulatory and market policies, institutional) to Governments and 

establishing robust and stable policy frameworks which could catalyse private sector 

engagement in various investment projects.  

The IAP is expanding its mandate and scope of interest by seeking to broaden its 

membership. Recently it was decided to move towards new regions like Africa and Asia 

and to attract companies operating in different fields of energy markets.   

The Industry Advisory Panel has a vision to become a platform for the exchange of views 

between current IAP members and African enterprises and channeling 

recommendations from African energy companies to the African political leaders. The 

expansion of the IAP membership should support the political process of acceding of 

certain African states to the Energy Charter Treaty.   
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Media and press releases of International Energy Charter activities in Africa  

Energy Charter participates in the Tokyo International Conference for Africa Development in Banjul, Gambia, 
23 June 2016 

Swaziland signs the International Energy Charter, 16 December 2015 

Energy Charter Secretary General addresses Energy Ministers during G20 Conference on Energy Access in Sub-
Saharan Africa, 2 October 2015 

Burundi takes the first step towards accession to the Energy Charter Treaty, 11 August 2015 

Victoria Nalule, Energy security and poverty alleviation in Africa: how intergovernmental organisations can 
contribute, EU Today, 6 May 2015  

Energy Charter participate in the Conference "The MENA Transition: how to Get Investments Right", 6 May 
2015  

Energy Charter press conference 'Energy Security and Poverty Alleviation in Africa', 4 May 2015   

Energy Charter Deputy Secretary General meets with the Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy of 
Mozambique, 23 April 2015 

Energy Charter participation in the G20 Energy Sustainability Working Group, 6 March 2015 

Energy Charter participation in the 7th East African Petroleum Conference, 6 March 2015  

Energy Charter, UNCTAD and Islamic Development Bank, training program ‘International Investment 
Agreements: Negotiating for Sustainable Development’, 12-15 January 2015, Casablanca, Morocco  

Energy Charter Rabat Forum, ‘Strengthening Cooperation and Partnership for Sustainable Energy 
Development in the Middle East and Africa: the Role of the International Energy Charter’, 25 February 2015, 
Rabat, Morocco  

Energy Charter participates in the Ministerial Conference 'Italy-Africa, working together for a sustainable 
energy future', 14 October 2014 

Visit of African Union Commission Director Mr. Baba Moussa to the Energy Charter Secretariat, 3 April 2014  

Energy Charter participates in the Second High-Level Meeting of the Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP), 
which took place on 11-13 February 2014 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  

High-level meeting on sustainable energy in the Middle East and North Africa: Renewables, efficiency and 
regional cooperation, 3 July 2013 

Energy Charter delegation visits Libya, 28 March 2013 

 

 

http://www.energycharter.org/media/all-news/
http://eutoday.net/news/energy-security-and-poverty-alleviation
http://eutoday.net/news/energy-security-and-poverty-alleviation
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/News/20150504-PressConf.pdf
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/Forums/ECF_Rabat_2015_Programme.pdf
http://www.energycharter.org/fileadmin/DocumentsMedia/Forums/ECF_Rabat_2015_Programme.pdf
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