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Panel  1 Demand and Current Policies for Energy Access 

Input  of the International Energy Charter into efforts to improve energy access in Africa and Asia 

Since the last G20 Energy Ministerial Meeting in October 2015 in Istanbul, a number of African nations 

have started accession to the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT). These include Niger, Burundi, Swaziland, 

Chad and the  frontrunner Mauritania, which has been already invited to become a full member of the 

Energy Charter Conference earlier this year. Senegal and the regional organisation G5 of five Sahel 

countries have also requested to become observers to the Energy Charter Conference. As we are 

meeting today in Beijing, some developing Asian nations are making first steps to accede to the ECT, 

such as Cambodia and Bangladesh.  

What are the reasons why the countries with real problems with energy access are looking toward and 

working hard to get into the Energy Charter Treaty legal framework? 

They recognise the importance of international standards of protection and promotion of energy 

investments. They would like to benefit from experience accumulated in the Energy Charter Process 

during the 25 years of its existence rooted in its vast Eurasian dimension.  

The global energy paradigm is changing and we at the Energy Charter recognise a need to adapt to the 

new conditions. While the basic idea of fostering energy cooperation through stable legal framework for 

investments, transit, trade, energy efficiency and dispute resolution is still valid, the process of 

modernisation of the Energy Charter started in 2012. 

The first phase of modernisation was marked by the signing of the International Energy Charter in May 

2015 in the Hague, the Dutch capital. More than 70 countries and regional integration bodies like the 

European Union (EU) or the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) subscribed to its 

principles. On behalf of China, our host, the Honourable National Energy Administration (NEA) 

Administrator Nuer Baikeli also signed the International Energy Charter.  

The International Energy Charter stands for a broader definition of energy security: a comprehensive 

approach should cover security of supply, predictability/security of demand, security of 



 
 

transit/transportation, and last but not least absence of energy poverty, which is linked to the access to 

modern energy services.  

The International Energy Charter is a non-intrusive global instrument which respects the interests of 

energy producing, consuming, transiting and energy poor countries. The Energy Charter is an inclusive 

framework with a technologically neutral approach, fully respecting national sovereignty over natural 

resources. It  provides a common legal framework for non-discrimination and equitable treatment of 

foreign investors and possibilities for technological transfer of advanced technologies and quality 

infrastructure. 

Without any doubt the Energy Charter is not the solution to all the challenges of global energy transition 

and energy access. However, for dedicated governments it provides a useful policy tool to create a 

predictable energy  investment climate and boost regional energy cooperation. Moreover, the ongoing 

modernisation provides a unique opportunity for new members to make their voices heard and to 

discuss existing internationally recognised rules over energy cooperation through dialogue and 

integration. 

Finally, I would like to echo Vice Minister Mr Masakazo Hamachi of Japan and invite interested countries 

to participate in the upcoming Ministerial Meeting of the Energy Charter Conference in Tokyo this 

November.  The Energy Charter Conference is our highest political decision-making body, and is chaired 

by Japan in 2016. 


