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“Relevance of the Energy Charter Process to Global Challenges: its potential contributions
to sustainable development and global efforts on climate change”

Dear Ministers, Ambassadors,

Heads of delegations, distinguished guests,

It is an honor for me to address you on behalf of my country, Georgia, which successfully hosted
the last year’s 26th meeting of the Energy Charter’s conference.

Today, our presence here, in the very heart of East Asia, emphasizes the major role of
the International Energy Charter as a universal regulatory framework for sustainable energy
development at global scale, which means to me, that investments must be made for clean
energy deployment, coupled with energy efficiency improvements, cross-border trading and
transit.

We all aware of the challenges world has being facing during the last decades; to ensure a
sustainable energy future, nations around the world have to overcome the following challenges:
Energy security, which implicates managing energy supply, reliability of energy infrastructure
and ability to meet current and future demand; Energy equality, which means accessibility and
affordability of energy for everyone; and a climate change yet remains as a very problematic
issue.

In this sense, synergies between the Energy Charter Treaty, goals of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the commitment to a low-carbon economy articulated in the Paris
Agreement should pave the way to a better energy future worldwide.

Certainly, no global production chains or transnational corporations can exist without securing
foreign investment and appropriate regulatory environment, which can only be formed in a
climate of cooperation and mutual trust. Based on the example of my country I am proud to
highlight that Energy Charter Treaty is a unique intergovernmental agreement on investment
securing in the energy sector.

For Georgia, the Energy Charter Treaty had an essential role in assisting the process of regional
cooperation in the South Caucasus, by providing framework rules for major cross-border energy
infrastructure projects such as Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan and South Caucasus Gas pipeline passing the
territory of Georgia.

Moreover, mutual cooperation with different international organizations and successful
collaboration within the region, lead Georgia to become a clean energy producer and trader
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country through the cross-border energy infrastructure. Georgia has a good experience in
hydropower progress and today, 68 small, medium and large scale hydro power plants are
operating with total of 2800 MW installed capacity. Despite utilization of non-hydro renewable
energy resources are in progress. The first Wind Power Plant was commissioned a month ago.

Furthermore, in total 111 renewable energy projects are under development, including wind,
solar and biomass power plants. The total installed capacity of these projects is 4714 MW and
approximate electricity generation is around 18 Terawatt hours.

Additionally, the Ministry of Energy proposes an investment package, which currently includes
95 potential renewable energy projects. All of the projects have pre-feasibility studies available.
The total estimated installed capacity of these projects is 1073 MW. Alongside with the
renewable energy development, we are actively working to increase the energy efficiency
within the country, which is supported by donors and international organizations.

However, we are aware that sustainable energy development is not only renewable energy
utilization and energy efficiency improvement; it is a synergy between Energy Efficiency,
Renewable Energy Technology and Policy, which requires the availability of resources, proper
investment and a strong political will, And of course union of nations world to put effort in
strengthening common regional cooperation.

Therefore I believe that continuation of International Energy Charter conferences will lead the
world to the concrete valuable consequences in terms of meeting the sustainable development
goals by 2030. To this end I would like to wish fruitful discussion for plenary sessions and I wish
success to our strategic partner Turkmenistan the country which will be hosting next Energy
Charger Conference.

Thank for you attention and wish you successful day!


