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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,

Thank you for this opportunity to share a few thoughts on this important subject.  Allow meat the outset to thank the Government of Japan and the Energy Charter Secretariat fororganizing this timely meeting.  My Minister was looking forward to joining the panel butwas held back due to an unforeseen development. I also thank the distinguished panelistsfor their excellent presentations.
[Mr. Chairman] Any venture in the field of energy is typically capital and technologyintensive, hence partnership between the developed and developing countries is critical toensure the goal of energy access and energy security. In Bangladesh we are acutely awareof the need for this partnership in the energy sector, as we embrace our share ofresponsibility to ensure optimal use of all energy resources.
Allow me to briefly highlight a couple of issues:
1. [Firstly] The importance of regional cooperation for energy security: Ourgeographical location makes us a natural regional hub for energy connectivity.  We havemade some good progress in this regard by collaborating closely with our neighbors.We are now working on the BBIN network, a hydropower sharing collaborationbetween Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal.  We are also in discussions with theTAPI, [the Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India gas grid]; and with Myanmarregarding a SAARC-ASEAN gas grid.  We believe that the Energy Charter could serve as
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an important platform to further promote such regional cooperation for investment andtechnical cooperation in the energy sector.
2. [Secondly] [our challenges in harnessing renewable energy:] As a small landmasswith a huge population, we are challenged in implementing large scale renewableenergy projects. Hence we have focused on developing solar home systems and minigrids powered by solar energy; and I am happy to share that Bangladesh now leadsglobally in such installations, with almost 4.4 million units installed so far. Ouremphasis has been to ensure access to all, especially to rural and small incomehouseholds. This is a model that can be replicated in other less developed economies.Likewise we can also benefit from other such initiatives developed elsewhere. Perhapsthe Energy Charter could consider supporting a renewable energy grid alliance,[especially for less developed countries] to share experiences and technology and topromote investment and collaboration. We will strongly support such an initiative.
3. Finally, I would like to highlight our challenge associated with coal power use. Wehave maintained an annual growth rate of over 6 percent in the past decade. To sustainthis growth process, we have a clear demand for energy and power.  We have a hugereserve of high quality coal. And we need this coal power to meet our energy demand.We are conscious of our commitment to global targets to reduce carbon emissions; butwe face the challenge of capacity, finance and the technology to ensure clean coal poweruse. We seek support from this forum to address this challenge; in technology and withthe right investment.
Despite our constraints, Mr. Chairman, we have come a long way. We have increased ourcapacity for power manifold.  We have undertaken some important large projects in theenergy sector, but much more can be done. We invite members present here to considerBangladesh as their next destination for investment and partnership in the energy sector.
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[Mr. Chairman] Let me conclude by reiterating that we believe that the Energy Charter hasthe potentials to serve as a forum to synergize efforts to ensure energy security; facilitateand support investment; and to actively promote sharing of technology, knowledge andexperience. Bangladesh remains committed to global partnership at every level to ensureaccess to sustainable energy supply, technology and capital.
I thank you all.


