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Forum 

‘INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CHARTER: FROM BOGOTA TO TOKYO’ 

Congress of the Republic of Colombia 

Constitution Hall 

Bogota, 3 August 2016 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

The cease fire agreement reached in late June 2016 opens a new era for Colombia. It will 

enhance Colombia’s accession process to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), according to its Secretary General Mr Angel Gurría.  

 

Moreover, at the beginning of 2016 the President of the World Bank Group, Mr Jim Yong Kim, 

acknowledged that Colombia is already one of the strongest economies in Latin America. To deal 

with a context of slowed global growth and lower oil and commodity prices, Colombia has 

appeared more prepared than many South American economies. In large part this is because of 

its strong track record of enlightened macroeconomic management. But Colombia, and Latin 

America, will need to continue to invest in infrastructure, mobilise the private sector, and invest 

in human capital.  

 

As an indicator of political commitment to align its national policies according to international 

standards, Colombia signed the International Energy Charter in May 2015. This is a political 

declaration, non-legally binding, for intergovernmental cooperation that sets out the principles  

to face today’s global challenges. As such, it is a benchmark for good energy governance based 

on the principles of non-discrimination, market-oriented price formation, taking into account 

environmental concerns and the role of energy in each country’s national development.  

 

The 27th Meeting of the Energy Charter Conference will take place under Japan’s chairmanship, in 

Tokyo on 25-26 November 2016. More than 70 countries from all continents having signed the 

International Energy Charter will be invited to attend. From Latin America this includes so far 
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Colombia and Chile. The ultimate goal of the Energy Charter is to promote the rule of law and 

enhance an international level playing field in the energy sector.  

 

Colombia appears as a leader paving the way for other Latin American countries to embrace 

common principles on energy market reform, regional integration, investment promotion and 

investment protection. Colombia is committed to provide stable, attractive and transparent 

regulatory frameworks for the energy sector. In fact, the principles of the International Energy 

Charter are universal and therefore they are relevant for all countries, from Bogota to Tokyo.  

 

In December 2015, the COP21 Paris Agreement launched a new era of global transition towards a 

low-carbon economy and sustainable energy model. The umbrella of the International Energy 

Charter can allow countries to reinforce their political will to creating a friendly investment 

climate favourable to mobilise private investors towards the achievement of the Paris goals. 

Moreover, the joint statement of G7 Kitakyushu Energy Ministerial Meeting in May 2016 also 

underlined the importance of continuing investment in secure and sustainable energy supply to 

mitigate the risks to the future growth of the global economy.  

 

The Forum is the result of intense and fruitful cooperation between the Energy Charter 

Secretariat and the Colombian Embassy in Brussels, together with the national authorities in 

Bogota. Such cooperation has led to official visits to Bogota, and to a report on energy 

investment promotion prepared by a Colombian government official during her secondment to 

the Energy Charter Secretariat in Brussels which will be presented the day after the Forum at the 

Externado University of Colombia.  
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PROGRAMME 

 

08.00 – 08.30 Coffee and registration 

08.30 – 09.00  

Welcome and Opening remarks  

 Gregorio Eljach Pacheco | Secretary General of the Senate  

 Ryutaro Hatanaka | Ambassador of Japan in Colombia  

 Urban Rusnák | Secretary General of the Energy Charter Secretariat  

 

09.00 – 10.00  

Session 1. Reforms and objectives of the energy sector in Colombia  

Chair: Luis Ferney Moreno Castillo | Externado University of Colombia  

 Amylkar Acosta | Director of the National Departments Federation  

 José David Name Cardozo |Member of the Senate of Colombia 

 Orlando Velandia Sepúlveda | President (interim) of the National Hydrocarbons Agency 

 Jorge Pinto Nolla | Director of the Electricity and Gas Regulatory Commission 

 

10.00 – 11.00 

Session 2.  Energy and investment: an international perspective 

Chair: Ernesto Bonafé | Regulatory expert of the Energy Charter 

 Nina Stredel| Trade Expert of the UE Delegation in Colombia  

 Jose Ramón Gómez | Senior Energy Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank 

 José Antonio Vargas | WEC's Vice Chair for Latin America 

 José Antonio Rivas | Associate Arnold & Porter  

 

10.00 – 11.30     Coffee brake 

 

11.30 – 12.45 

Session 3. Benchmarks and standards to invest in the energy sector  

Chair: Milton Montoya | Externado University of Colombia  

 Ricardo Navarrete | Ambassador of Chile in Colombia 

 Francisco José LLoreda Mera | President of the Colombian Petroleum Association 

 Carlos Mantilla McCormick | VP-Regulatory Affairs TGI 

 Gabriel Jaime Melguizo Posada | Director of Corporative Operations ISA  

 

12.45 – 13.00 Conclusions 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION   

 

Target audience. The Forum is inclusive and open to all relevant actors: senators, ministries, 

administrations, regulatory agencies, industry, national and foreign investors, guilds, academics, 

experts as well as embassies in Bogota. The Constitution Hall at the Colombian Congress can host 

150 attendees.  

 

Registrations. Registration is required and must be done online on the website of the Energy 

Charter Secretariat in the link: http://www.encharter.org/index.php?id=797  

 

Contacts. For any information request, please contact:  

Augusto.Hernandez@encharter.org Tel +32 2 775 98 35  

Ernesto.Bonafe@encharter.org Tel +32 2 775 98 57  

 

Follow-up Seminar. The Secretariat of the Energy Charter and the Externado University of 

Colombia will organise a seminar on the 4th of August. The 'Colombia Energy Investment Report', 

prepared by Colombian experts in the Energy Charter in early 2016, will be presented, providing 

an opportunity to discuss major challenges of the Colombian Energy Sector. More information 

about the seminar available at www.encharter.org  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Disclaimer: This is an indicative schedule only and the organising committee reserve the right to amend without prior notification. 
Final schedule and speaker information will be provided on arrival.  
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